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The BReATH project

Goff Hill

GTel Consultancy, UK

Development of broadband in New Member States 
and in Czech Republic

Achievements and open issues
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BReATH
Broadband e-Services and Access for the Home

A Specific Support Action project funded by the European 
Commission 6th Framework Programme : ‘Broadband for All’

Objective
To stimulate and support the transfer of know-how and best 
practices in delivering broadband services to the EU New 
Member States, involving diverse stakeholders and fostering 
cross-border research collaboration

Started June 2005 18 months   
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Rationale

• Framework 6 is a research programme 
– To increase the competitiveness of European industry
– Enable European citizens to benefit from the knowledge-based society

• The BReATH rationale 
– The benefit of broadband research is maximised where there is a strong 

and competitive industry and a healthy market
– In the NMS and ACC countries, the broadband industry and market are 

still developing

We see broadband not as an end in itself, but as an important 
element of a wider economic picture
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What BR eATH does

Stakeholder representatives

Government    Regulators   Industry    User groups

BReATH events

‘The front line’

Supporting studies:    surveys, case studies, modelling, best practices, Road Map

The BReATH role is to encourage debate and to stimulate activity 
involving key stakeholders
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What BReATH does: events
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What BReATH does: events

BReATH events

9 events held
Over 800 attendees

Reports available from www.ist-breath.com

Poland workshop (15 Nov) + Final conference in Geneva (December)

Stakeholder representatives

Government    Regulators   Industry    User groups
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Project activities

• Country surveys (including Czech 
Republic)

• Broadband deployment case studies

• Techno-economic modelling

• Strategic modelling

• Good practice framework

• Road Map
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Road map inputs

• Supply side
– National policies
– Willingness to invest
– The importance of regulation
– Existing infrastructures
– Technologies

• Demand side
– Awareness of the knowledge society
– Ability to use ICT
– Availability
– Affordability
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JASPERS

• The European Commission recognised the important 
leverage that broadband and IT could bring to the 
NMS 

• On 13th October 2005 a new policy initiative backed 
by the European Investment Bank
– “Joint Assistance for Preparing Projects in European 

Regions” (JASPERS)

• Provides help in the preparation of business plans 
and applications for intervention funding

• Contact: Ms. Radka Bucilova, Ministry for Regional 
Development in Prague
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Observations

• To meet the BReATH objectives we 
have to effectively engage the 
Broadband stakeholders
– In this workshop : ministries, local 

government, the regulator, academia, and 
telecommunications industries

• Learn from experiences of others

• We will hear about some Czech projects
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Thank you


