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Background

• I nternet  penet rat ion in households, quest ionnaire
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Background

• Broadband penet rat ion per 100 populat ion,
January 2005
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Background

• Closing the digital divide, between and within 
count r ies

• Broadband for All
• i2010
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Background

• Poland has ~ 39M inhabitants,
more than 50%  of EU-10 total
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BReATH generics

• Rat ionale:
To m axim ise the benefit  of broadband research to the NMSs, 
there needs to be a st rong and com pet it ive indust ry and a 
healthy m arket
� I n the NMS and ACC count r ies, the broadband indust ry 

and m arket  are st ill developing
� The BReATH role is to encourage debate and to st im ulate 

the awareness about  opportunit ies for and of broadband 
developm ent

• Object ives:
� St im ulate and support  the t ransfer of know-how and best  

pract ices in delivering boradband services to the EU New 
Mem ber States, involving diverse stakeholders and 
foster ing cross-border research collaborat ion

� Prom ote the EU i2010 vision of the I nform at ion Society 
and of Broadband for All
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BReATH generics

• Partners:
Poland (NI T) , Czech Republic ( I REE) , Slovenia ( I JS) , 
Greece (AI T) , UK (GTel) , Germany (EURESCOM), The 
Netherlands (TUE)

• Broadband e-services and access for the home
� We also look at  SMEs and SOHOs beside hom es

• FP6 I ST Specific Support  Act ion
� Start  in June 2005, end in March 2007

� 750k€ EU funding
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BReATH act ivit ies

• Project  st ructure
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BReATH act ivit ies
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BReATH act ivit ies

• WP1:  “Knowledge dissem inat ion, networking support  
and events”

• BReATH events:
� Workshop in Poland, January 2006
� Joint  conference with BREAD, March 2006

� 3 workshops in Czech Republic & Slovakia, spring 2006

� Workshop in Slovenia, April 2006
� Workshop in Greece, Septem ber 2006

� Workshop in Czech Republic, Novem ber 2006

� Workshop in Poland, Novem ber 2006
� Closing conference, Decem ber 2006

I n tota l m ore than 1 0 0 0  at tendees
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BReATH act ivit ies

• Company/ inst itut ion visits with internat ional BReATH 
delegat ion to discuss barr iers and opportunit ies
� Poland
� Hungary

• Special I nterest  Groups on “st imulat ing deployment  
and take-up of broadband infrast ructure and e-
services” in Poland, Czech Republic & Slovakia, 
Slovenia

• Dissem inat ion
� Regional, nat ional and internat ional conferences, 

workshops, m eet ings
� BReATH website:  ht tp: / / www.ist -breath.net /
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BReATH act ivit ies

• Deliverables published:
� D1.1:  Report  on workshop in Poland

� D1.3:  Report  on workshops in Czech Republic and Slovenia

� D1.4:  Dissem inat ion act ivit ies ( in and out  of the project )

• Deliverables pending:
� D1.2:  Report  on joint  BReATH-BREAD conference

� D1.5:  Report  on workshop in Greece

� D1.6:  Report  on workshops in Czech Repubic and Poland
� D1.7:  Report  on closing conference

� D1.8:  Final report  on liaison/ collaborat ion act ivit ies

� D1.9:  Sum mary report  of SI G and partnering act ivit ies
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BReATH act ivit ies

• WP2:  “Broadband access technologies:  surveying and 
benchmarking”
� Surveying status of broadband in all BReATH count r ies
� Benchm arking the results to obtain rankings

� Outcom es were used in discussions with stakeholders

• Deliverables published
� D2.1:  Prelim inary survey report
� D2.2:  Surveying and benchm arking study report
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BReATH act ivit ies

• WP3:  “Case studies”
• Broadband development  cases studied:

� ACTNOW, UK
� SiOL, Slovenia
� Kenniswij k, The Netherlands
� ROWANet , Czech Republic
� Wireless Philadelphia, USA
� Stoszowice, Poland
� Wireless Leiden, The Netherlands
� Zielonka, Poland
� Alston Cyberm oor, UK
� Alm ere Fiber City, The Netherlands
� Kuyavia & Pom erania, Poland
� Fastweb, I taly
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BReATH act ivit ies

• The set  of cases include both urban, rural and remote 
areas, both larger and smaller

• Techno-econom ic analyses performed:
� Athens, Greece
� Chyne, Czech Republic

� Poland

• Deliverables published:
� D3.1:  Skeletal Case Study and Good Pract ice Definit ions
� D3.2:  First  set  of case studies, detailed data, analysis and 

results
� D3.3:  BReATH case studies dissem inated in the first  

Poland workshop
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BReATH act ivit ies

• Deliverables pending:
� D3.4:  BReATH case studies dissem inated in

• Joint  BReATH-BREAD conference

• Workshops in Czech Republic
• Workshop in Slovenia

• Workshop in Greece

� D3.5:  Final survey of best  broadband access deploym ent  
pract ices and solut ions
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BReATH act ivit ies

• WP4:  “St rategic modelling and planning”
• Developing a tool that  broadband project  init iators 

can use to assess the possible viabilit y of the project , 
as well to compare it  with st rategic considerat ions 
taken in comparable projects elsewhere

• Deliverables pending:
� D4.1:  Sustainable st rategies and service evolut ion 

scenarios for broadband access
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BReATH act ivit ies

• WP5:  “Good pract ice framework and Roadmapping”
• The BReATH Good Pract ice framework is meant  to

� Provide guidance to those concerned with the use of public 
funding, either to prom ote the developm ent  of broadband 
or to init iate broadband developm ent  projects

� Help broadband developers by teaching them  about  
approaches taken in sim ilar situat ions elsewhere

• The Framework is based on the analysis of a ser ies of 
broadband case studies from  OMSs and NMSs

• The Framework ident ifies
� The condit ions under which intervent ion is just ified
� Possible intervent ion m ethods

• The Framework gives a ser ies of recommendat ions
• The Framework report  will be published short ly
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BReATH act ivit ies

• Roadmapping:  compile a report  that  is target ing 
mainly governmental decision makers in broadband;  
the report  is expected to contain a discussion of what  
influencing factors there are on (near)  future 
developments of broadband, and in which situat ions 
government  intervent ion or rather a pr ivate company 
led approach is advisable.

• Deliverables pending:
� D5.1:  Roadm ap report
� D5.2:  Fram ework and roadm apping dissem inated in the 

workshops in Czech Republic and Poland
� D5.3:  Fram ework and roadm apping dissem inated in the 

closing conference
� D5.4:  Good Pract ice Fram ework content  and report
� D5.5:  Com pilat ion of (concluding)  em pir ical study report
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Prelim inary findings

• Funding by internat ional, nat ional, regional or even 
local government  funds

• I ntervent ion applied to encourage broadband supply 
and/ or demand

• Supply st imulat ion shall not  distort  the market
� Condit ions include ‘m arket  failure’,  e.g. no decent  

broadband and/ or no decent  pr ices

� I ntervent ion m ust  aim  to m eet  a social need, e.g. m ore 
jobs, economic growth, increased Gross Dom est ic Product

• Public-pr ivate partnerships can provide a big 
leverage to the usually rather lim ited public funds
� Sharing of r isks

� More proficiencies in a single project
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Prelim inary findings

• Supply side:
Broadband infrast ructures and e-services are key to 
developing the I nformat ion Society
� Nat ional policies

Set  pr ior it ies for developm ent  and provide focus
� Advancing technologies

Enable im proved infrast ructure and services
� Willingness to invest

• Essent ial for developing and deploying new technologies, 
infrast ructures and services

• Rural areas generally form  a higher investm ent  r isk
• Rural areas m ight  however benefit  most  from broadband

� Regulat ion
• Sets environm ental condit ions for developm ent  and fair  

com pet it ion
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Prelim inary findings

• Demand side
� Awareness of I nform at ion Society and abilit y to use I CT

• Educat ional curr icula

• Training facilit ies
• PC ownership

� Affordability
• When nat ional operators adopt  nat ional pr icing policies, 

com pet it ion in urban areas holds down pr ices in rural areas

� Cultural influences
• Mediterranean vs northern lifestyles

� Dem and st im ulat ion, aggregat ion and advert ising
• Deploym ent  is direct ly related to take up expectat ions

• Higher take up makes broadband more viable, at t racts more 
investment  and m ore com pet it ion

• The im portance of demand st imulat ion is often underrated
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Rem aining tasks

• Finish the st rategic planning exercise
• Develop (generic)  roadmaps
• Defining the Step Forward I nit iat ive
• Finishing pending deliverables
• Final project  review early March 2007
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Contact  inform at ion

• René Kramer (TUE/ BReATH)
� Em ail:  r.d. j .kram er@tue.nl

� Telephone:  + 31 40 247 3344

� WWW: ht tp: / / www.ist -breath.net /

-=  Thank you for your at tent ion = -


